Biloxi Municipal School District # 3

It has been a few years since I have been a teacher in the classroom, so I do not hold myself out to be an expert in the present-day educational system. But special accolades need to be given to all involved within the Biloxi Municipal School System both past and present. When the overall ranking within the State of Mississippi is the third highest out of a total of 152 public school districts, it is an achievement worth noting.

We usually begin by praising the quality and competency of our teachers and education administrators. Yes, that is probably the first line of deductive reasoning that we take in offering praises for such achievement within our school. Without good teachers and supportive administrators, the educational system would certainly not be able to achieve lofty goals such as has been earned by the Biloxi Municipal School District. 

The school administration, faculty and staff, are the nucleus and beginning point of building a good solid educational system; however, there are additional components that many of us do not realize and perhaps have not even considered. 

The motivation by the students themselves and their parents in a cooperative and supportive environment are an equally important second component to achieving high expectations in education. A third and probably unnoticed component is that of the Mayor and City Council. One might ask, “What do they have to do with the Biloxi Municipal School District ?” 

Mayor Holloway and the  Biloxi City Council Members are necessary partners as the third component of a successful school system because they choose members of the Biloxi Municipal School Board. The School Board chooses administrators and teachers who obviously have been doing an outstanding job to receive such a high rating. Most importantly, the Mayor & City Council oversees the distribution of approximately $50,000,000 (State, local & Federal) of your hard-earned tax dollars each year to make your school system the best it can be. Next time you see or talk to the Mayor or your City Councilman, thank them also for their support of education and your children. They might be shocked that you even noticed that education was 47.6% of their total budget and part of their job description. Bob Usey can be reached at bob@bobusey.com. © “Copyright”, 2013, Bob Usey
